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o INTRODUCTORY OBSERVATIONS, : 
In this work, beside our own, pecuniary, moral and in- 
tellectual benefit, we propose the accomplishment of se- 
veral important purposes: Ist, we design this work to serve 
as a kind of history of the current religious events in the 
Christian world. Were this the only design of the work 
we might reasonably expect an abundant support, tak~ 
ing into consideration, first, that events are dailv transpi- 
ring, of the greatest importance and interest to the chris- 
tian public, that successful efforts are making at this time, 
for the spread of th® Redeemers cause and kingdom; 
transcending every thing of the kind that has preceded; 
second, that our state, though in its infancy,already ranks’ 
among the most populous in the Union, and is rapidly 
ogtessing towards political greatness and glory ;— 
third, that as a state, we sustain a high and respectable’ 
religious ¢haracter; fourth, that a great number, (perhaps 
more than fifty,) political papers are supported in ‘our 
state, while there is but one religious periodical, work in 
the state. ; 7 
But in the second place, we view this a time of the 
prevalence of dangerous error. Great exertions are used 
to spread and inculcate doctrines which evidently strike 
directly at the vitals and essentials of our holy religion. 
The Divine Redeemer is traduced, and lowered to the 
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degrading level of a creature, his essential Divinity bold- 
ly denied and his vicarious attonement, (our only hope of 
salvation) scoffed atand ridiculed; and all this by profes- 
sors of his religion, . At a time then, like this, we do con- 
ceive, that we could not attempt rendering a more impor- 
tant service to the cause of piety, than by devoting all 
our energies, and all obtainable assistance, to the ex plan- 
ation and vindication of those fundamental doctrines of 
christianity. 

Thirdly, there are many men in our country, who pos- 
sess energetic and vigorous intellectual powers, which in 
part, or in whole, lay buried ,and unimproved, for want of 
encouragement and a suitable field to expatiate in. An 
object, therefore of this work, will be to open a proper 
range for the exercise of such minds. And we doubt not, 
through this medium many useful instructions, which o- 
therwise would remain unknown, will be brought to light 
and offered to the public; which while they edify the read- 
er, will encourage and improve the writer. 


Actuated by such motives, we cannot believe our de- 
sign will meet an unkind reception, by an enlightened & 
characteristically generous pullic. We have long desi- 
red to see a work of the kind, (especially as it relates to 
the doctrinal part,) undertaken by abler hands; but this 
not having been done, we have atdength, determined to 
engage in it ourselves; confidently relying on the willing 
assistance of all who feel interested for the prosperity of 
Zion, and the triumph of truth over error. Particularly 
do we caiculate on the aid of ministers, of every orthodox 
denomination, and on the support and patronage of the 
Christian public. We most devoutly hope that all the 
orthodox in sentiment, will unite in forwarding a work 
which has for its prominent design, the vindication of the 
great doctrines of the “Trinity, essential Divinity of 
Christ and His vicarious atonement.” ’ 

SAUL & MOSES M. HENKLE. 

N.B. We are willing to promise our patrons that the 
conclusion of this volume shall be accompanied with a 
title page, and an index to the whole work. 
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General remarks on the progress of the cause of religion; 
particularly among the Jews—recently. 

. It must be grateful to the feelings of every pious heart 
to know that astonishingly great and successful efforts 
are making in almost every part of the world tor the 
spread of the Great Redeemer’s cause and Kingdom. 
‘The religion that was cradled in the manger, is moving 
in the majesty of its glorious march, towards. universal 
conquest! 

At its approach, the thrones, and ramparts, and bul- 
warks of infidelity, impiety and oppositicn, fall and’crum- 
ble into eternal forcelessness. 

Even black superstition,® that has long lurked in the 
dark retreats and gloomy hiding places of gross ignorance, 
by the overwhelming splendors of gospel day, is dragged 
to light, and disarmed, and. dethroned. » Behold him, 
crownless, throneless, powerless, and with broken sceptre, 
flying far to the west to find: an undisturbed asylum; he 
takes his abode among the sons of the western forests & 
feels himself securely ‘Governor of the Indian’s devotion. 
For a while they obey his dictates; but soon heaven’s un- 
created sun smiles on Célumbia’s plains, & to the deep re- 
cesses of the western woodlands, where the wild man 
dwells, the light of the gospel penetrates and shines. 
The tawny sons of nature, bend at Jesus’ feet, and 
“crown him Lord of all.” Superstition, with his God- 
less train, again must fly, and seek a darker retreat where 
grosser ignorance reigns. 

The religion of Jesus of Nazareth arose i Palestine; 
was born in Bethlehem, and was preached by illiteral 
fishermen, and consequently it was calculated that an im- 
perial frown of Gisapprobation, or a royal breath of oppo- 
sition wouid eternally extermmate it and all its votaries 
from the earth. A storm of versecution is raised, but 
does not succeed in its ungodly purposes. It is succeed- 
ed by another and another, until in darkening fury, storm 
quick follows storm, and dreadful tempests in mingled 
and undistinguished rage succeed. But Oh! what: a- 
mazement seizes the gorgon-crested monster, persecu- 

tion, to find when all his rageis spent, and all his-arts ave 
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tried, his billowy deluges have only lifted the religion of 
his hatred, from the manger and set it on the throne of the 
C#sars. 
- Behold the crimsoned banner of our Divine Redeems 
er, leading its thousands to conquest in death, and to glo- 
ry through flame! The glorious light, like the pillar of 
fire moved on, but not unobstructed: iniquity and crime 
sometimes obscured & almost seemed to bury the spread- 
ing flame. But soon we see it bursting forth with re- 
doubled energy, in the bosom of some godly reformer; 
and like the obstructed torrent, impatient of restraint, 
breaks down all opposition, and rolls on with accumula- 
ted impetuosity. 

Thus our Zion has come up out of the wilderness lean- 
ing on her beloved. She has looked forth as the morn- 
ing, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an 
army with banners. 

But notwithstanding all the conquests of the redeem- 
er’s cross, already obtained, notwithstanding He has ga- 
thered his unwithering laurels from almost every nation 
and kingdom, tongue and people under heaven, yet many 
sit in darkness and the shadow of moral death. Mach 
yet remains for the friends of Jesus instrumentally to a- 
chieve. Look back to the holy land, and behold the once 
chosen and peculiar people of God, wickedly rejecting the 
heaverly Shiloh, for whom they had long and anxiously 
waited. Hear the dreadful threatnings and awful predic- 
tions of Christ concerning them. Look again, and see 
the fearful fulfilment of all those predictions. ‘Their tem- 
ple destroyed—Jerusalem broken down and trodden un- 
der foot by the Gentiles—thousands of themselves ' mas- 
sacred, and the entire of their broken remnant carried in- 
to perpetual captivity, and scattered among all nations; 
in which deplorable condition they continue until now, “a 
‘by word anda reproach among all people.” Must not 
every sympathetic heart bleed, and weep over-the calam- 
ities of the children of Abraham, the father of the faithful: 
the people, from whom, as concerning the flesh; Christ 
descended!) What a salutary cordial to the ‘pious heart 
must it then be, to know that wonderful exertions are now 
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making in the Christian world, to spread among the sons 
of Isaac and Jacob, the knowledge of ffim they once re- 
jected, condemned and crucified; but much more saluta- 
ry to know, that they gladly receive the Jesus they once 
despised; that they read his history and his sufferings, 
with mingled tears of sorrow and of joy. The following 
facts in relation to the Jews, taken from the report for 
1822 of “‘the society for promoting Christianity among 
the Jews,” cannot fail to be interesting to the pious read- 
er. PP ug 

In the course of the past vear, four respectable auxilia- 
ry societies have been-formed in England, and two in 
Ireland. ‘The Irish societies, have in the last year, after 
defraying all incidental expenses, transmitted to the pa- 
rent society, three thousand one hundred and sixteen dol- 
lars. The entire amount collected in the year, for the be- 
nevolent purposes of the institution is, thirty-four thou- 
sand one hundred and forty-five dollars. The following 
books, &c. have been circulated by the society among the 
Jews, in the last year, five thousand nine hundred and for- 
ty-eight Hebrew,German Hebrew, and Judeo Polish New 
Testaments. One hundred and five thousand, eighthun- 
dred and thirty-six Hebrew, German Hebrew, German & 
English tracts. Eight hundred Hebrew psalters. Seven- 
ty-five thousand two hundred Hebrew,German Hebrew & 
English cards. ‘Thus, have one hundred & eighty-seven 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-four Jews,through the 
active and benevolent exertions of the society, in one year 
been put in possession of the word Of life,or of some short- 
er clue to “ead them to the rock that is higher than they.” 
These publications have been circulated during the past 
year, at Calcutta, Madras, Cochin, Bayonne, Gibraltar, 
Egypt, Palestine, Hamburg, Berlin, Frankfort on. the 
Maine, Amsterdam, Ekatherinaslav, Dresden, Odessa, 
Leipzig, Posin, Warsaw, St. Petersburg, Barbadoes, 
and various other places. The success attendant on 
those pious and truly noble efforts, have astonished all, 
and exceeded, in Many instances, the most sanguine ex- 
nectations of the friends of the institution. May the once 
rejected Jesus again visit “his own;” that coming to “his 
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own,” according to the flesh, they may cordially ‘receive 
him,” thathe may “give them power te become the sons 
of God.” 

We should be happy to lay before our cede a more 
fall account of the work of God among the Jews, but 
cannot in this number find room. 

(To be continued.) 





Revwal of Religion in Washington City. 

It is peculiarly interesting to know, that at the MMetrop- 
ols of this free & favored government, the King of Saints 
is gloriously carrying forward the conquests of his grace. 
We fervently wish the gracious influence may spread a- 
mong our national Legislators, heads of department, and 
all in 1 authority, that they may distinguish themselves for 
goodness as well as greatness ; and while they enact and 
enforce laws for a free anda great people, they themselves 
may be “*Christs’ free men.” 

The following account of the revival at Washington 


City is copied from the Nat. Int. bearing date Nov 16th 
1822. 


“Gentlemen: 


“By giving the following account of the greatest revi- 
val of religion ever witnessea in this city, an insertion in 
your paper, you will oblige many of your subscribers, & 
no doubt gratify all the friends of Zion, into whose hands 
it may fall.” D. 

The congregation in this city under the pastoral care of 
the Rev. Mr. Peyton, of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has been recently favored with a gracious revival of reli- 
gion. Since the first of July in the presen year, twohun- 
dred and twenty persons have joined the Church, nearly 
all of whom have given the most satisfactory proofs ofa 
sound conversion and thorough reformation. The Chap- 
el is still crowded with attentive and serious hearers , the 
work progresses, with little, if not without any inter mis- 
sion, and appearances are calculated to encourage the 
hope that there will shortly be considérable accessions to 
the number already received. 


The benefits of this revival have extended tc other con- 
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sregations, and it is believed that its influence in a great- 
er or less degree, is felt throughout the District. The 
Foundry congregation, in particular, has had a considera- 
ble increase, both in number and piety. The Lord is in 
the midst of Zion! Jehovah blesses his people. May the 
Prince of peace ride on, and for every conquest receive 
the glory.” | 
Revwals of Religion in various flaces. 

In Newark, Con. in Morristown, New Jersey; in Spri ng- 
field, and Jefferson, New York, and in numerous other 
quarters of the Union, very extraordinary revivals of re- 
ligion have taken place during the past season, which in 
general continue to increase. It appears the work is not 
confined to any particular denomination of Christians; but 
all participate in the heart-cheering, and soul-enlightning 
rays of the Gospel. . 

Revwal in Providence, R. I under Rev. J. N. Maffit. 

It will no doubt, be recollected by some of our readers 

that some time ago, a considerable noise was made in the 
news-papers, about a Mr. J. N. Mafhit, a preacher who 
had emigrated from Europe, and had become exceeding- 
ly popular in some of the Atlantic States of the Union. 
For our own part, we confess after we hed seen specimens 
of Mr. M’s. very ftorid and sounding-adjective style, 
judging by the fallacious standard of our own judgments, 
we did conclude that so much of artificial embellishment, 
‘of poetical eloquence, and of the glare of fanciful beauties, 
were better calculated to dazzle and to please, than to 
improve and reform his hearers ; that the sparkling bril- 
liancy of his talents would render him popular, and ena- 
bie him to command popular audiences; but we did not 
expect to see the work of gracious reformation attendant 
on his labors. In this, we are happy to find that"we were 
mistaken; for we learn that Mr. M. has been generally & 
extensively useful in his ministerial labors. From the 
Norristown Register we learn, that Mr. M. has beef very 
useful,and instrumental in effecting a great revival of re- 
ligion in Providence Rhode-Island. | 

It is stated, that so extraordinary have been _his exer- 
tions In the work of God, that he laboured fourteen days 
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jn succession, and preached or held prayer meeting every 
night, with congregations of from two to three thousand 
people. 


The various systems of faith concerning Jesus Christ. 


The following schemes have been asserted and stren- 
uously vindicated by their several adherents concern- 
ing our Saviour; all of which we intend to reply to in the 
progression of this work, though notin a regular, system- 
atic manner. 

Ist. Socinians maintain that Jesus Christ was @ mere 
gnan. “This sentiment has been held and advocated, with 
very little variation, by Dr. Toulmin, Haynes, Dr. Lard- 
ner, Dr. Priestly, Lindsay, Carpenter, Belsham and ma- 
ny modern Unitarians. 

The 2d system, also denies Christ’s pre-existence, but 
at the same time allows the miracle of his conception to 
attach a dignity to him, which makes him more than hu- 
man. 

3d. The ancient Arians, maintained Christs pre-exis- 
tence, though they denied his independent and eternal ex- 
istence. Many at this time substantially believe the same, 
though considerably differing among themselves in senti- 
ment, some holding Christ created, others assert his deri- 
ved existence and others contending that he enjoyed all 
his power by delegation: all of which sentiments are vir- 
tually the same. 

_ Ath By some Christ is represented as being Michael the 
Arch Angel, or some other Angelic being. See Heber’s 
Bampton Lectures. , 

5th Many, laying claims to orthodoxy, hold Christ e- 
ternally derived or created; or which is evidently the same, 
eternally begotten. ' ; 

6th Sabellius and Emanuel Swedenborg and their fol- 
lowers, hold Christ to be the same person with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost. So admitting but one person 
inthe Trinity or rather'‘wholy denying the doctrine of the 
Trinity. These schemes. we think erroneous, and shal! 
duly consider them. For ourselves, we believe Christ 
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Eternal, Undivided, Infinite, Independent and man as 
well as God, and shall attempt the establishment of this 
doctrine. 


COMMUNICATED, 
Divinity of Christ. 

“It is supposed by some that Christ exercised the 
power and prerogative of Deity by delegation, and there- 
fore that he is God only subordinately, not absolutely; 
but this implies an impossibility, and consequently must 
be absurd; for delegated power implies a natural capa- 
city in the creature to whom it is delegated to exercise it; 
but all creatures are necessarily limited in their capaci- 
ties, and are therefore absolutely incapable of exercising 
the powers of the Almighty, which are infinite. Assoon 
might the sprightly horse perform the duties of the most 
enlightened statesman, and negociate the business of a 
Nation, by virtue of sucha delegation, as a creature exer- 
cise the powers of the Creator. For surely the capacity 
of this sagacious animal, approaches as near to the intel- 
ligence of man, as man does to that of the infinite mind. 
And if any should say, the horse might be endowed with 
the capacity to perform the work at the same time that 
the power is delegated to him, I answer, that in the same 
instant his nature would be changed, and he would cease 
to be an irrational animal. So also, if Jesus Christ, be- 
ing a creature, were endowed with capacities to exercise 
the powers and prerogatives of God, his naturé must at 
the same time have been changed, and he begn constitu- 
ted God. But then, on this stpposition, there was a pe- 
riod when he be~an io be; but God has no beginning.—- 
Nor, if he be a created being, of however exalteda rank, 
can he answer @ur expectations, or meet our wants, in 
the office Of a mediators Howrcan a created being, who 
is necessarily local in his situation, and limited in his ca- 
pacities, be present with each Gospel minister to the end 
of the world, and superintend all the works of nature and 
erace at one and the same time? but this the Saviour has 
promised to do, and does; therefore, the Saviour, Jesus 
Christ; is the infinite and eternal Jehovah.” 
B 
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Reflections on Coloss.1.-16. 17. 
DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 

By him were all things created that are in heaven and 
that are in earth, visible or invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all 
things were created by him, and for him; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist. 

Four things are here asserted. 

1. ‘That Jesus ‘Christ is the Creator of the universe; of 
all things visible and invisible; of all things that/had a_be- 
ginning, whether they exist in time cr in eternity. 

2. That whatsoever was created, was created ror him- 
self—that He was the sole end of his own work. 

3. That He was prior to all creation: toall beings whe- 
ther in the visible or invisible world. 

4. That He is the Preserver & Governor of all things; 
Sor by him all things consist. . 

Now; allowing St. Paul to have understood the terms 
which he used he must have considered Jesus Christ as 
being truly and properly God:—-1. Creation is the proper 
work of an infinite, unlimited, and unoriginated Being; 
possessed of all perfections in their highest degrees, ca- 
pable of knowing, willing, and working infinitely, unlimi- 

-tedly and without controul: aad as creation signifies the 
production of being where all was absolute nonentity; .so 
it necessarily implies that the Creator acted of and from 
himself: for, as previously to this creation, there was no 
being, consequently he could not be actuated by any mo- 
tive, reason, or impulse, without himself, which would ar- 
gue that there was some being to produce the motive or 
impulse; or to give the reason. Creation, therefore, is 
the work of him who is unoriginated, infinite, unlimited, 
and eternal: but Jesus Christ is the Creator ofall things; 
therefore, Jesus Christ mist be, according tothe plain 
sn hanegy of the apostle’s words, truly and properly 

OD. 

2. As, previously,to creation, there was no being but 
God; consequently the great first Cause must, in the ex- 
ertion of his creative energy, have respect to himself a- 
lone: for he could no more have respect to that which had 
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no existence, than he could be moved by non-existence 
to produce existence or creation... The Creator, there- 
fore, must make every thing ror himself, 

Should it be objected, that Christ created officially or 
by delegation, I answer, this is impossible; for, as crea- 
tion requires absolute and unlimited power or omnipo- 
tence there can be but one Crearor, because it Is impos- 
sible that there ¢an be two or more omnipotent, infinite 
or eternal beings. It is therefore evident, that creation 
cannot be effected officially,or by delegation, for this would 
imply a Bemg contering the office, and delegating such 
power; and that the being to which it was delegated, was 
a dependent being, consequently not unoriginated and e- 
ternal. But this the nature of creation proves to be ab- 
surd—l. The thing being impossible in itself, because 
no limiied being could produce a work that necessarily 
requires omnipotence. 2. It is impossible, because if 
omnipotence be delegated, he to whom it is d-legated had 
at not before, and he who delegates'it ceases to have it, 
and consequently ceases to be Gon; and the other to whom 
it is delegated becomes God; because such attributes as 
those with which he is supposed to-be invested, are es- 
sential to the nature of God. On this supposition God 
ceases to exist, though infinite and eternal; and another 
not naturally infinite and eternal, becomes such; and thus 
an infinite and eternal Being is produced i in time, and has 

a beginning, which is absurd. ‘Therefore, as Christ is 
the Creator, he did not create by delegation, or in any 
officrat way. Again, ifhe had created by delegation ox 
offierally, it would have been for that Being who gave him 
that office,-and delegated to him the re+uisite power; but 
the text says that all things were made py him and ror 
him, which is a demonstration that the apostle understood 
Jesus Christ t6 be the end of his own work, and truly and 
essentially God, 

3. As all creation necessarily existsin time, and had 
a commencement; and there was an infinite duration in 
which it did not exist; whatever. was before or prior to 
that, must be no part of creation; and the Being who ex- 
isted prior to creation, and before all things, all existence 








42 THE GOSPEL TRUMPET. 


of every kind, must be of the unoriginated and eternat 
God: but St. Paulsays Jesus Christ was before all things; 
ergo, the apostles conceived Jesus Christ to be truly and 
essentially God. 

4, As every effect depends upon its cause, and cannot 
exist without it; so, creation which 1s an effect of the power 
and‘skill of the Creator, can only exist and be preserved 
by acontinuance of that energy that first gave it being: — 
hence, God, as the Preserver, is as necessary to the con- 
tinuance ofall things, as God, as the Creator, was to their 
original production; but this preserving or continuing pow- 
er is here attributed to Christ; for the apostle says, and 
by him do all things consist; for, as all being was derived 
from Him as its cause; soal] being must subsist by hum, 
as the effect subsists by and through its cause. ‘This is 
another proof that the apostle considered Jesus Christ to 
be truly’and properly God, as he attributes to Him the 
preservation of all created things, which property of pre- 
serving belongs to God alone; ergo, Jesus Christ is ac- 
cording to the plain obvious meaning of every expression 
in this text, truly, properly, independently, and essential- 
ly, God. 

Taking therefore the apostle as an uninspired man, gi- 
ving his own view of the Author of the Christian religion; 
it seems beyond all controversy, that himself believed 
Christ Jesus to be God; but considering him as writing 
under the znspiration of the Holy Ghost; then we have, 
from the plain, grammatical meaning of the words he has 
used, the fullest demonstration that He who died for our 
sms, and rose agazn for our justification, was God over 
all; and as God alone can give salvation, and God alone 
remit sin, hence with the strictest propriety the apostle 
commands the almost despairing jailor to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and he should be saved’\—Dr. Clarke. 


om 





Testimony of the fathers concerning Christ. 
No testimony beside that of inspiration, concerning our 
Saviour, is entitled to as high credit as that which is just- 
ly claimed by the “fathers of the church,”? some of whom 


lived contemporary with the apostles, and others very 
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shortiv afterwards. They must therefore have known 
the sentiments of the New-Testament writers fully, in re- 
lation to this important point. Let us then with due def- 
erence hear their evidence on this subject. 


Clemens Romanus, who is mentioned by St. Paul, in 
Phil. iv. 3,as his fellow labourer says, that ‘we ought to 
think of Jesus Christ as of God,” and in urging his exam- 
ple as an instance of great humility, he observes, ‘‘our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the sceptre of the majesty of 
God,came not in the pomp of vain glory and splendor, al- 
though he could have assumed them, but he came in low- 
liness of mind.” “Jesus is the defender and helper of 
our weakness ; by him the eyes of the heart are opened ; 
, through him our barren and darkened understanding is 
invigorated and gladdened with his marvellous light.” 


St. Ignatius, the disciple of St John, says, ‘I glorify 
Jesus Christ, the God who hath made us wise. —He is 
God clothed in flesh—consider the times, and expect him 
who is above all time; eternal, invisible, yet for our sakes 
made visible.”’ | 


Clemens Alexandrinus says, ‘“Now has appeared to 
men this word, who alone is both God and man, the cause 
of all good to us, by whom being instructed to live well, 
we are conducted to eternal life.”” «The Lord himself it 
was who spake by Isaiah, Elijah and the Prophets ; the 
tenderly merciful God, desirous of man’s salvation, made 
himself of no reputation. O! man, believe on him, who 
is man and God; put your trust in him who liveth, the 
God of your worship.” After quoting the 9th Chap. and 
6th verse of Isaiah, he exclaims, “O the great God! O 
the perfect Child! ‘The Sonin the Father, and the Father 
in the son.” « ‘We will implore the word, be merciful to 
thy children, O guiding Father,O Lord, the Son and the 
Father bothone.” In addressing Christ, he says, “‘Gath- 
er together thy simple children, O King of saints, and 
Shepherd of rational sheep, that being a choir of peace, 
the children of Christ, a temperate people, we may with 
simplicity sing to him who is alike the mighty child, who 
is alike the God of peace.” On Genesis, he says, “the 
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Lord God was then nameless, not having yet been made 
aman.” | 

St. Hermes, of whom St. Paul speaks in Rom. 16 ch. 

14 verse, says, ‘“The son of God is not put in the condi- 
tion of a servant, but in great power and authority.” He 
ascribes to Christ the forgiveness of sins, saying, ‘He 
blotteth out the sins of his people.” Again, he says, 
‘vou see that he is the Lord.” ‘The name of the son of 
God” says he, “is great and without bounds, and the 
whole world is supported by it.” He expresses himself 
doubtful as to the possibility of any one’s ever obtaining 
salvation who fromthe heart once denies Christ, saying, 
‘‘But if any of these shall be found to have denied Christ 
from his heart, I cannot tell whether such an one can at- 
tain unto life.” 

This united testimony, borne by the Fathers, is cer- 
tainly entitled to our highest consideration, and ought to 
weigh much with us in the formation of our opinions in 
relation to the son of God, especially when we consider, 
Ast, that these men, living in or near the Apostle’s time, 
could not have been mistaken as to what the true doctrine 
was, 2d, that they enjoyed a great degree of the Spirit of 
divine inspiration, 3d, that their writings were held in ve- 
ry high consideration by the primitive Church: in the early 
ages of Christianity, when they well knew what weight 
and credit to attach to those writings. 


( To be continued.) 





VICARIOUS ATONEMENT OF CHRIST. 

fn order to understand the manner in which Christ be- 
comes an atonement, we shall consider the following 
propositions, t. The Great God having made man, ap- 
pointed to govern him by a wise and righteous law, 
wherein glory and honor, life and immortality, are the 
designed rewards for perfect obedience ; but tribulation & 
wrath, pain and death, are the appointed recompence to 
those who violate this law, Gen. 3. Rom. 2. 6. 16. 2 —All 
mankind have broken this law. Rom. 3,23. Rom 5, 12. 
3.—God in his infinite wisdom, did not think fit to pardon 
sinful man, without.some compensatio# for his broken 
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law; for 1. If the great Ruler of the world had pardoned: 
the sins of men without any satisfaction, then his laws 
might haye seemed not worth the vindicating. 2.—Men 
would have been tempted to persist in rebellion, and to 
repeat their offences. 3.—His forms of government among 
his creatures might have appeared as a matter of small 
importance. 4.—God had a mind to make a very illiustri- 
ous display both of his justice and of his grace among 
mankind; on these accounts he would not pardon sin with- 
out a satisfaction. 5.—Man, sinful man, is not able to 
make any satisfaction to God for his own sins, neither by 
his labours, nor by his sufferings, Eph. 2: 1. 8. 9.—6.— 
Though man be incapable to satisfy for his own violation 
of the law, yet God would nat suffer all mankind to perish. 
7.—Because God intends to make a full display of his 
justice, and his divine resentment for the violation of his 
law, therefore he appointed his own Son to satisfy for the 
breach of it, by becoming a proper sacrifice of expiation 
or atonement, Gal. 31013. 8.—Theson of God being 
immortal could not sustain all these penalties of the law 
which man had kroken, without taking the mortal nature 
of man upon him, without assumiug flesh and blood Heb. 
2.13, 14. 

9.—The Divine being, having received such ample 
milihecden for sin by the sufferings of his own Son, can 
honourably forgive his creature man who. was the trans- 
gessor, Rom. 3. 25. 26.” 

( Concluded in our next.) 





RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY SUMMARY. 


Deluge the world, O God, of boundless love 
With Mercy’s tide, and from thy throne above 
Rule thou thy world with universal sway, 

And teach remotest regions to obey! 

Spread thy rich Gospel to its utmost shore, 

And teach the wond’ring nations to adore; 

Till all unanimous to Thee shall bow, 

Thy saving Knowledge all the earth o’erflow! 
When Time shall cease, one grand result shall rise: 
Unnumber’d nations people al! the skies! 
Distinguish’d amongst whom shall brightest shine 
The noble Author of this great design. 
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The latest accounts from'the Mission inthe Sandwich Islands, are 
favourable. The Governors, or as they are styled, the Kings of those 
Islands, are favourable to the: Mission, and use their power and m- 
fluence to promote its interest. : ’ 

_ One of the Kings has embraced christianity, and seems devoted to 
the advancement of the Great Redeemer’s Kingdom among his sub- 
jects. 

The great Osage Mission, in June last, seemed tolerably prospe- 
tous. The Missionaries had a few, say_13 or 14 children under 
their care for instruction. é 
The Union Mission, at the same time, hada fewer number ot 
children, and perhaps, not quite as good prospects in general. 

But it affords us peculiar satisfaction, to be able to state that the 
Mission at Upper Sandusky, among the Wyandott Indians, with a 
much less capital, is more prosperous than either of the former. 
Their improvements for the accommodation of the Missionary esta- 
blishment, very far exceed what would naturally be expected, consi- 
dering the limited means by which they had to effect those improve- 
ments. A few weeks since the Missionary at that place, had 33 In- 
dian children in the Missionary school, and a number more had ap- 
plied for admittance ; but could not then be received for want of 
necessary accommodations. What a reasonable and feeling, though 
imperious demand, is here made on our charity. ; 


In some places where missionary establishments have, at a great 
expense, been located among the Aborigines of our country, they 
cannot be prevailed upon to put their children under the instructing 
care of our Missionaries; but at that place, (Sandusky) the natives 
are anxicus to put their children under the care of our teacher for 
instruction, and for want ofthat assistance which we could so easily 
communicate, @ prosperous mission, which promises great good, is 
checked in the progress of its march, in our own state, in our own 
neighbourhood! » But the Wyandotts, not only send their children to 
school, but many of themselves have bowed their necks to the plea- 
sant yoke of Christ. And the work of gracious reformation is still 
progressing among them. 


The Wesleyan Missionary Society of England,two years,since, had 
one hundred and thirty-three Missionaries in its employ, most of 
them on foreign missions among the benighted Pagans. 


The British and Foreign Bible Society, from the commencement 
of its operations until two years ago, had issued more than two mil- 
lion, five hundred and fifty thousand Bibles and New Testaments. 


{t is, we think, honourable to our government, that the President 
and Vice President of the United States, the Secretaries of State, 
War, Navy, Treasury, &c. together with almost all our most distin- 
guished men in the Legislative, Judicial, and Executive departments 
belong to the American Bible Society, . 
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